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WITSA Founding Partner Program
The World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) is a consortium of over 60 national and regional Information and Communication Technology (ICT) associations that represent over 90 percent of the global ICT market. The WITSA Founding Partner Program provides a host of value-added benefits to assist our partners in promoting economic development in their municipalities, counties, states, provinces, regions and countries before corporate and governmental decision-makers throughout the global ICT community.  

To become a WITSA Founding Partner please contact the WITSA Secretary General, 
Dr. James H. Poisant at +1 703 728 4547 or jpoisant@witsa.org.

	World Congress on Information Technology, May 18-22, 2008, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia


Hosted by WITSA, the World Congress on Information Technology (WCIT) is the world’s premier industry-led ICT forum.  WITSA has awarded different countries the right to host the WCIT every two years since 1978.  In 2006, the City of Austin, Texas played host to the Congress.  In 2008 the country of Malaysia received the honor.  The 2010 WCIT has been awarded to the City of Amsterdam and the 2012 congress has been awarded to the City of Montreal.  

The WCIT has been referred to as the “Olympics” of the ICT industry.  Over 1800 senior-level leaders from government, industries and academia converge for a content rich dialogue on the present state of ICT and its impact on industry, individuals, governments, education and society.  The program consists of:

· A comprehensive review of the global ICT industry, including spending levels of countries and industries, trends, and trade issues

· ICT users from industry and Government such as Energy, Manufacturing, Health Care, Finance, Retail, Security and Defense describing how they presently use ICT and their future requirements

· ICT leaders sharing their visions of how ICT can better serve the global market place

· Networking and relationship building 

A special feature of the 2008 congress was “Doing Business in Asia.”
· Luminary world leaders-WCIT is proud of the fact that Presidents, Kings, Prime Ministers, Cabinet Level Secretaries and Ministers have participated in our programs
As a WITSA Founding Partner, you will receive three (3) full registration passes and signage recognition at the World Congress.  Additionally, you will be guaranteed complimentary booth space at the WCIT exhibitions, verbal recognition during the event, and an electronic copy of the attendee and sponsorship lists. 

	Global Public Policy Conference 2005-2007-2009


The Global Public Policy Conference (GPPC) is another flagship event of WITSA, which enhances international dialogue and global cooperation on key public policy issues. WITSA serves as the oversight organization for the GPPC, which is hosted by one of its member associations every two years.  Over 400 senior executives, government officials and policy makers from across the globe gather at this event, which offers unprecedented networking opportunities for WITSA Founding Partners. 

The 2005 GPPC host association was:

 

Kuala Lumpur,
Association of the Computer and Multimedia Industry of


Malaysia 
Malaysia (PIKOM)

GPPC 2005 (http://www.gppc2005.org/) was held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on September 13-15, 2005, and was an outstanding success, with 412 delegates from 24 countries, out of which 110 were foreign participants. Some of the issues that were highlighted at GPPC 2005 were Internet Governance; Key ICT Challenges to Governments; Expectations and Challenges in Engaging Governments Globally; Trade and Competitiveness; the Digital Divide; eGovernment; Outsourcing and Electronic Communications. 

The Executive Summary Report from GPPC 2005 is available at http://www.witsa.org/kl05/GPPC2005-ExecutiveSummary.pdf.

GPPC 2007 was held from November 4-6, 2007 in the city of Cairo, Egypt.  It featured speakers and delegates examining and exploring the key policy concerns of the ICT industry.  As one of WITSA’s premier events, GPPC 2007 offered WITSA Founding Partners a forum to connect with the leaders that will shape the course of global ICT policies in the years ahead.  

GPPC 2009 will be held in the Territory of Bermuda.
As a WITSA Founding Partner, you will receive three (3) full registration passes and signage recognition at the GPPC conferences.
	WITSA Steering Committee and General Assembly Meetings


As a WITSA Founding Partner, your organization will receive five (5) full registration passes to WITSA Public Policy, Steering Committee and General Assembly meetings.  The WITSA General Assembly consists of IT industry leaders from each WITSA member country. WITSA Founding Partners will be offered one annual 10-minute speaking opportunity at any WITSA Steering Committee or General Assembly meeting.  

The WITSA meetings provide a forum for:

· Discussions regarding WITSA operations and policy outreach

· The selection of World Congress on Information Technology host countries 

· The Election of new WITSA member countries

· The establishment of policy initiatives regarding important ICT issues, such as the “Digital Divide”; Internet Governance; Information Security; eGovernment; eHealth and Trade. 

· Experts provide association executives with current updates on the ICT industry and the economic performance of regions around the world. 

	Digital Planet Publication


The “Digital Planet 2008: The Global Information Economy” is WITSA’s flagship publication and serves as the fact book/CD for the global information economy.  The 2008 edition continues the global ICT expansion story begun in Digital Planet 1998 and updated every two years.   WITSA Founding Partner organizations receive a Full-Page complimentary ad and additional recognition in this widely circulated publication/CD.

One of the many means of distribution of the Digital Planet report is through the WITSA member associations.  Each WITSA member association will promote the report to their membership of senior-level executives in the private sector, government officials, policymakers, academia and local media.  Among WITSA’s larger associations are:

· Australia: 420 companies

· Canada:  1,300 companies
· India:  850 companies

· Japan: 675 companies
· United Kingdom: 800 companies
· United States: 400 companies

The Digital Planet also receives a substantial amount of media publicity.  To support the launch of Digital Planet 2008, WITSA held a press conference to an audience representing more than 90 countries at WCIT 2008 (see press release at: http://www.witsa.org/press/DigitalPlanetPressRelease_rev.doc). Additionally, copies of the report are sent to the World Bank, IMF, OECD, WTO, and the World Economic Forum, among others.  The Digital Planet publication/CD is considered an authoritative source of economic data regarding the global ICT industry and is often cited in news accounts and research reports.  
	WITSA Website and Electronic Newsletter


As a WITSA Founding Partner, your organization’s logo and web site link will be featured on the main WITSA home page.  The WITSA website is a widely accessed site that provides announcements on upcoming events, research documents, and membership news.  

The WITSA Newsletter is an electronic publication that is available to the public through the WITSA website as well as through an e-mail distribution list to individuals and WITSA member associations.  The WITSA Newsletter creates visibility for Founding Partner organizations in front of a wide readership of the global ICT community, providing direct links to the Founding Partner’s website.  The Newsletter is published quarterly.

Please refer to the summary of the WITSA Founding Partner benefits on the following page-

WITSA Welcomes Your Organization as a Founding Partner

Consider Your Partnership as a Window to Reaching the Global ICT Community
For more information, please visit the WITSA website at www.witsa.org.


	· Founding Partner Logo and link to your Web Site on the WITSA Home Page

· Three (3) full registration passes to WITSA Global Public Policy Conferences (GPPC)

· Invitation to distribute partner marketing material to WITSA members at all WITSA meetings

· Verbal recognition at all major WITSA events 
· Complimentary full page ad in any WITSA publications/CDs such as Digital Planet 
· Five (5) full registration passes to all WITSA Steering Committee, Public Policy and General Assembly meetings, including associated social events

         
	· Three (3) full registration passes to WITSA World Congress on Information Technology 
· Signage recognition at the World Congresses and GPPC events
· Complimentary 8’ x 10’ ft. booth space at World Congresses and GPPC events
· Special announcements of new partners from the WITSA Secretary General to WITSA members

· Full access to WITSA members; attendee lists from WITSA’s major events (according to legal requirements)
· Assistance in establishing meeting and networking opportunities throughout the entire WITSA network and beyond
· Opportunity to discuss value-added benefits to WITSA members on an ongoing basis
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WITSA FOUNDING PARTNER
BENEFIT PACKAGE

$25,000.00 (12 MONTHS)
LIMITED TO TEN (10) SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY
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