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WITSA Opposes All-Government Working Group on Internet Governance

Fairfax, Virginia: WITSA yesterday sent a letter to the Vice Chair of the United Nations Commission on
Science and Technology for Development (CSTD), Mr. Frédéric Riehl, expressing disappointment over a
decision made at a December 6 extraordinary meeting of the CSTD Bureau to exclude private sector and
other stakeholders from participating in a new Working Group on Improvements to the Internet
Governance Forum. The CSTD Chair was mandated by the United Nations Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC) last May to establish a working group to “seek, compile and review inputs from all
stakeholders” in order to identify ways to improve the Internet Governance Forum (IGF).

“Industry applauded the United Nations General Assembly’s decision last month to renew the mandate
for the continuation of the IGF”, said WITSA Public Policy Chairman John Higgins. “The lessons learned
from the IGF over the last five years have come from its openness and inclusivity, allowing a variety of
views to be expressed, and the full range of experience and expertise to be shared. In this way all can
continue to learn more about how to use, grow and expand the Internet, and protect the vital
communications and information resource that it has become”, continued Mr. Higgins. “The future
success of the IGF depends entirely on the continuation of its multi-stakeholder nature, with all parties
interacting on an equal basis. Excluding other stakeholders from the working group sends the wrong
message. It is counter to the collaboration we are trying to build through the IGF.”

“I am extremely pleased to note that a number of industry groups, in addition to WITSA, have come
together to protest the CSTD Bureau decision to close off stakeholder participation in the new working
group”, said WITSA Secretary General Dr. Jim Poisant.”Ever since its conception at the 2005 World
Summit on the Information Society (WISIS) in Tunis, WITSA as well as other stakeholders have fully
embraced the value and uniqueness of the Internet Governance Forum”, continued Dr. Poisant. “It is my
sincere hope that the CSTD, at its December 17 meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, will reconsider this
untimely and unfortunate resolve to jeopardize the effectiveness of a working group which has been
tasked with improving upon a Forum which has already established itself as a formidable success story.”
The WITSA letter is posted at http://www.witsa.org/IGF/CSTD _ltr.pdf. An online petition to protest the
CSTD Bureau decision can be found at http://www.ipetitions.com/petition/igf/.

About WITSA



Founded in 1978, the World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) is a leading
consortium of ICT industry association members from 78 economies around the world. WITSA’s
members represent more than 90 percent of the world ICT market.

As the leading recognized voice of the global ICT Industry, WITSA aims to drive transformation and
grow the industry. WITSA believes ICT is the key driving force to enable governments, businesses and
societies for global development and economic growth.

WITSA is dedicated to the following:

Advocating international public policies that promotes the industry’s growth and development;
Facilitating international trade and investment of ICT products and services through our global
network of contacts;

Promoting industry cooperation and strengthening our national associations through the sharing
of knowledge, experience, and critical information;

Publishing global ICT research through the WITSA Digital Planet;

Awarding signature events, World Congress on Information Technology (WCIT) and Global
Public Policy Summit (GPPS) to different host countries around the world; and

Organizing and hosting the Global ICT Excellence Awards to recognize the most outstanding ICT
users.

For more information on WITSA, please visit www.witsa.org



