FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 27, 2011

Contact: Anders Halvorsen ahalvorsen @witsa.org
+1 571 265-5964

WITSA Vice Chairman Appointed to UN Working Group on Internet Governance

Fairfax, Virginia: WITSA applauds the United Nations Commission on Science and Technology for
Development (CSTD) for its December 17, 2010 decision to open the new Working Group on
Improvements to the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) to multistakeholder participation and welcomes
the appointment of Dr. Jimson Olufuye as one of its five designated business representatives. Dr. Olufuye
is President of the Information Technology Association of Nigeria (ITAN) and WITSA Vice Chairman for
Africa. The Working Group will develop a consensus report for the CSTD at its May 2011 meeting in
Geneva, Switzerland.

“We are pleased that the CSTD changed course and will allow participation by stakeholders, representing
civil society; the business sector; academia and the technical community”, said WITSA Public Policy
Chairman John Higgins. “Even though the stakeholder groups will be limited to five rather than the
originally anticipated twelve representatives each, this is seen as a clear endorsement of the need for a
multistakeholder approach”, continued Mr. Higgins.

“We find ourselves at a critical point in time”, stated WITSA Secretary General, Dr. Jim Poisant. “With
an uncertain outlook for the IGF, coupled with the United Nations’ renewed focus on enhanced
cooperation and the movement towards the independence of ICANN through last year’s Affirmation of
Commitments (AOC), industry must remain vigilant in defending the multistakeholder approach to
Internet governance” continued Dr. Poisant. “Governments, regional and international organizations that
have been more open, and that have shown a commitment to cooperation have proven to be more
effective in their work. As industry, we not only welcome but strongly advocate opportunities to
participate in the policy development process at all levels.”

“I am excited about the opportunity to represent the ICT industry in the CSTD Working Group”, said Dr.
Jimson Olufuye. “The greatest value of the IGF is its open and informative nature. The IGF should
remain consistent with its mandate for facilitating a dialogue through multistakeholder participation and
not engaging in the negotiation of formal documents or outcomes”, continued Dr. Olufuye. As a member
of the CSTD Working Group on Improvements to the IGF, I will also emphasize the important role the
IGF has played and must continue to play with regard to engaging developing countries, and seeking
ways to encourage participants from those countries to participate in the IGF process and annual forum.”



On December 13, 2010, WITSA published a letter to the CSTD regarding the composition of the CSTD
working group. The letter is posted at http://www.witsa.org/IGEF/CSTD _ltr.pdf.

A complete list of the Working Group on Internet Governance representatives is posted on the UNCTAD
web site: http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intltemID=5813&lang=1.

About WITSA

Founded in 1978, the World Information Technology and Services Alliance (WITSA) is the leading
consortium of ICT industry association members from 78 countries and economies. WITSA’s members
represent more than 90 percent of the world ICT market.

As the leading recognized voice of the global ICT Industry, WITSA aims to drive transformation and
grow the industry. WITSA believes ICT is the key driving force to enable governments, businesses and
societies for global development and economic growth.

WITSA is dedicated to the following:

e Advocating international public policies that promotes the industry’s growth and development;
Facilitating international trade and investment of ICT products and services through our global
network of contacts;

e Promoting industry cooperation and strengthening our national associations through the sharing
of knowledge, experience, and critical information;

e Publishing global ICT research through the WITSA Digital Planet;

e Awarding signature events, World Congress on Information Technology (WCIT) and Global
Public Policy Summit (GPPS) to different host countries around the world; and

¢ Organizing and hosting the Global ICT Excellence Awards to recognize the most outstanding ICT
users.

e The fulfilment of the digital promise for everyone.

For more information on WITSA, please visit www.witsa.org



